GENERAL INFORMATION
Background

The Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC), created in 1962 by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO), sets food standards to protect the health of consumers and to ensure fair practices in the food trade.

Food safety and food standards are critical global issues - illness due to contaminated food is a widespread problem in the world, and is also an important cause of reduced economic productivity. Codex standards have significant implications for both health and food trade, and thereby also for development.

The CAC currently has 183 Member countries. However, it is recognized that developing countries (particularly the least developed countries) and countries with economies in transition have not fully participated in the work of the CAC or in the setting of food safety standards in general. It is likely that the primary reason for this has been budgetary constraints at the national level.

Goals and objectives

The goal of the Codex Trust Fund is to further the improvement of global public health and food security by promoting the provision of safer and more nutritious food and contributing to a reduction in foodborne disease. 

The Fund's main objective is to help developing countries and those with economies in transition to enhance their level of effective participation in the development of global food safety and quality standards by the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

Fund management 

Fund operations are guided by an FAO/WHO Consultative Group consisting of senior FAO and WHO staff. Daily management of the Project and associated funding is implemented by WHO following normal WHO procedures, through its Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses and in close coordination with FAO, particularly regarding applicant review and identification and capacity building activities. All activities are performed in a fully transparent manner, and close communication is maintained with all interested parties.

WHO is responsible for the management and administration of the funding through its Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion. The FAO/WHO Trust Fund for Participation in Codex has its own separate financial records and reporting. All contributions and expenditure are recorded separately, with individual donor acknowledgement, and reported on in the Financial Report and audited financial statements of WHO. The Trust Fund is subject to both internal and external audit procedures in accordance with WHO Financial Regulations and Rules.

Funding requirements

The total level of funding required is estimated at US$40 million over 12 years, with the bulk of expenditure in the first part of this period.

Funding is being sought from national governments, multilateral organizations, private foundations and trusts which do not constitute a conflict of interest.
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